Springfield, OH
News —Sun
Dayton Met Area
Saturday p3t208

AUG 8, 2003

: ORE DL O AR
‘\ L UCIE T

' iiAmerican- Reform ‘Juda- |
| ism: An . _Int‘roductlon.!';j‘bv :
| Dana Evan Kaplan-
| University Press, 305 pages, $22) |
| Here's the book American Jews

have been waiting for — whether
they know it ot not! Far more than |
- m‘ dilc_ > s ..,T P

“,

pes

needed, com-
{ ptr_ehensi_ve '
. guidetoReform
| Judaism's’_cur-
- rent seachange.

* Rabbi Kaplan -
tens the ta.ler j T
from historic roots to today’s varied
branchings, in compact prose
without pretense, an easgftp-follow.
approach that assures reader un-
“ derstanding, In early 19th-century
central Europe, Jews freely ex-
changed ideas with their Christian
neighbors, emulating them in wor-
ship as in much else, and many old
. religious practices.fell to: Enlight-
enment.’ Thus Reform’ Judaism
transferred to America with a pri-
mary focus-on- ethics and social
action, plus growing inclusion of
| those once inalized: women,
gays and lesbians, the intermartl ‘married
L a!m!_mthm % 1__.-",;{:.,“,;,4'. vih ‘,
~ cludingaburgeoning 1g new emphasis
on spirituality, have led the move-

" ment to reclaim many 9{_’;\31& tradi-

! uénsitformarlyscoqu,
e inevitably  resultant: interna i
" flicts. As Reform Judaism grapples |
| - with reforming once again, author

Kaplan is a fine one to follow along
its various pathways of possibility.




