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Above, Rabbi Dana Kaplan reviews the Torah por-
tion to be read on Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New
Year. Right, the Torah, or Jewish book of law,
handwritten in vowel-less Hebrew on animal skin,
is treated reverently when removed from Temple
B'nai Israel's ark, located behind Kaplan.

This week and next, those
of the Jewish faith are fast-
ing, praying and cleansing
themselves of sin, all part of
a special annual observance
known collectively as ...
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ournful notes blown from a ram’s horn
at Albany’s only Jewish synagogue this
month echo around the world and down
the ages, says Rabbi Dana Kaplan.

At sundown on Wednesday, the congregation of
Temple B'nai Israel began observance of the High
Holidays, a time of prayer, self-examination and re-
pentance.

“The High Holidays are the most important days of
the year. They begin with Rosh Hashanah (New Year)
and conclude 10 days later with Yom Kippur (Day of
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Atonement),” Kaplan said.

“On Rosh Hashanah, a shofar (ram’s horn) is blown.
When people hear the sounds, it is supposed to make
them think about their need to repent. And repenting
in Judaism is an extensive process. Maimonides, the
12th-century Jewish sage, said, ‘First, you have to say
you are sorry to the person you wronged, and to God
as well.

“You have to feel regret for what you did, and you
have to resolve not to do it again.” In other words, you
must sincerely understand what you have done wrong,
and stop doing it,” he explained.

The shofar, an instrument used in Biblical times,
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is made of the horn of a ram, an animal that figures
prominently in Rosh Hashanah’s best known Torah
reading, the tale of Abraham preparing to sacrifice his
son, Isaac. The Torah, which is the scroll of Mosaic Law
used in a synagogue, relates that just before Abraham
takes the life of his son, God directs him to a ram with
its horns caught in a thicket.

“Abraham sacrifices the ram instead of Isaac,”
Kaplan said. “Jews don’t sacrifice animals any more.
Prayers, charity and good deeds have replaced ani-
mals as being appropriate sacrifices to God.”

The shofar is also blown during Yom Kippur, when
Jews fast and pray for forgiveness for their sins during
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High Holidays Guide

Temple B'nai Israel

3917 Gillionville Road

229-446-6536

www.uahc.org/ga/ahc

Rabbi Dana Kaplan

Weekly services, Friday, 8 p.m., Torah Study, (when Rabbi
Kaplan is in town), Saturday, 10 a.m.

Visitors are welcome, but are encouraged to call first.

High Holidays

Rosh Hashanah, Sept. 15, 8 p.m., Sept. 16, 10 a.m. (Shofar
service), Tashlich (Ritual casting of bread, symbolizing sins,
into the water) following at RiverFront Park.

Yom Kippur, Sept. 24, 8 p.m. (Kol Nidre), Sept. 25, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. (Shofar Service), followed by Break the Fast

the past year.

“Yom Kippur is a much more stress-
ful day than Rosh Hashanah. By fasting,
we mimic the idea of death,” he said.
“This is also the time the Kol Nidre is
sung to a mournful tune.”

The Kol Nidre, which is thought
to be at least 1,000 years old, became
popular during the Spanish Inquisition,
when thousands of Jews were forced to
recant their beliefs or be killed, Kaplan
explained.

Like the blowing of the shofar, the
mournful notes of the Kol Nidre sound
in Jewish congregations throughout
the world during the High Holidays, he
said.

“Although the new synagogue here
is only about five years old, there has
been a Jewish congregation in Albany
since 1875. Jews were present here
even before that, being among the first
white settlers here in the 1840s,” noted
Kaplan. “Temple B’nai Israel is the only
synagogue in Albany of any type, and
there are only a few others in this area.”

B'nai Israel is a Reform congrega-
tion made up of around 100 families,
he said. A Conservative Jewish congre-
gation worships in Fitzgerald, while the
next closest Jewish congregations are in

Columbus and Tallahassee, Fla.

During the High Holiday services,
Kaplan continued, he will call out one
of four notes produced by a shofar, and
a member of the congregation here will
blow the ram’s horn.

“Many congregations have different
shofars made of ram’s horn. The one we
will use was donated to Temple B’nai
Israel in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of
Marci Prisant,” he said. A Bat Mitzvah
ceremony marks a 13-year-old’s coming
of age as a young woman in Judaism.

“Many Jewish holidays, like Chanu-
kah and Passover, have direct paral-
lels to Christian holidays. But the High
Holidays don'’t really relate to anything
in Christianity,” Kaplan said. “Less is
known about them. But the themes
Judaism attaches to the High Holidays
— repentance and forgiveness — are
universal themes that Christians are
also quite interested in.

“The High Holidays link the Jews in
Albany with other Jewish communities
across the United States and the world.
We invite unaffiliated Jews or persons
without religious affiliations to join us.

“We welcome religious searchers to
consider attending our services and be-
coming active in our congregation.” N
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INTEREST ANNUAL ANNUAL | MINIMUM
ADJUSTMENT EFFECTIVE | INTEREST | AMOUNT
TERM YIELD RATE $500.00
1 Year 5.65 5.50 |($500.00
2 Years 6.18 6.00 |$500.00
4 Years 8.00 7.70 |$500.00
Debentures: These are fixed rates for these terms
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$37,849,111.00 in Series Il Variable Rate
Subordinated Debentures

$26,395,120.00 in Subordinated Demand Notes
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Investments by Prospectus Only RATE
The Mon ey Tree of Geo I'gi a, Inc. suwordnated Demand Note rates listed are current rates and are subject to
ife of C " 3
711 N. Westover Blvd. Ste.1 crlange at anytime over lh.e life of an investment at the Company’s option.
Compounded daily based on a 365 day year
Albany, GA 31707 THE MONEY TREE OF GEORGIA, INC.
48 Locations in Georgia www.themoneytreeinc.com 114 S. Broad St.
9 v Bainbridge GA 39817
Toll Free 1-877-468-7878 Call Marvin Hall or Cissie Franklin
THESE SECURITIES HAVE BEEN REGISTERED WITH THE SECURITIES COMMISSIONER OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA. THE

SECURITIES COMMISSIONER BY ACCEPTING REGISTRATION, DOES NOT IN ANY WAY ENDORSE OR RECOMMEND THE PURCHASE
OF ANY OF THESE SECURITIES. THESE SECURITIES ARE NEITHER BANK DEPOSITS NOR BANK OBLIGATIONS AND ARE NOT
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INSURED BY THE FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION (FDIC) OR ANY OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCY. THESE
SECURITIES HAVE NOT BEEN REGISTERED UNDER THE SECURITIES ACT OF 1933 PURSUANT TO AN EXEMPTION THEREFROM
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® Heals herniated, bulging,
degenerative discs

® Relieves back, hip and leg pain
® Non-invasive
® Over 75% effective

® Patented and FDA-approved

\ _
\/8/\‘_@

Call today for
a free consultation!

220436-1111

1801 Gillionville Road
near the Albany YMCA






